ANNOUNCEMENTS:
-Parent 101 Workshop will be held on January 21st, 2022. To RSVP, please
contact Tayler Ellsworth by emailing tayler.ellsworth@diamondranchacademy.
com.

REMINDERS:

-Please make sure that all visits are planned at least (3) days prior to the visit
day.
-You are welcome to contact your Parent Communication Director during office
hours, which are 6:30am MST and 3:00pm MST. They can be reached via email
and text message.
-Student Request forms will be sent out every Thursday/Friday.
-Letters to your student will be printed out and delivered to your child MondayFriday until 4:00pm MST. No letters will be sent or delivered on weekends or
holidays. Please include your student’s full name in the subject line.
-To set up transportation for your student’s home visit please contact Tayler
Ellsworth by emailing tayler.ellsworth@diamondranchacademy.com.
- When calling the front desk, please have your student’s user name and
password available.

the DRA way

November/December 2021

Parent Coaching Highlight
Did you know ?

Twice a month, Diamond Ranch sends out Parent Coaching straight to your email!
These emails will continue even after your time at DRA has ended. Learn tips and tricks
for parenting in every stage of life, such as The Traps of Guilt, Unrealistic Expectations,
Favoritism, Misusing Rewards and Punishments, Conditional Love, and much more. If
you are not receiving these emails, please reach out to your Parent Communication
Director.

Taken from: The Traps of Button-Pushing
and Overreacting

Do you take the bait?
When you go fishing, you bait your hook, don’t you? How many fish would you catch
without some kind of bait?
None! Kids, too, get you to bite on their baited hooks by making some ridiculous
statement that you just cannot resist arguing about. It’s also called pushing your
buttons. Pushing your buttons is a great technique your kids use to exercise control
over you. It is amazingly simple and powerful and works almost 100% of the time.
Very few parents can resist the alluring bait.

BAIT PHRASES are manipulative statements children use to force parents into a trap.
A small sample follows:
“You don’t love me unless... (you let me go, or do etc.).”
“You don’t trust me unless... (you let me go, or do etc.).”
“All the other mothers let their kids...(go, see or do etc.).”
“That’s not fair! You let her...(go, see or do etc.).”
“You didn’t tell me... (to, or not to etc.).”
“I hate you because...”
“I’m running away unless...”
“It’s my life and I’ll do what I want, so get off my back!”

If you do not understand what your child is trying to do, you will take the bait and
be put on the defensive trying to prove the bait phrases untrue. If you think the child
really believes that you don’t love them, you can be grossly manipulated and blackmailed.
Continue reading in “The Traps of Button-Pushing and Overreacting.”

November Academic
Student of the Month:
Lava Falls
Deshawn C.

Deshawn can be described
as an overall hard-working
student! Deshawn is not only
consistently on task, but he
also goes the extra mile on
his projects. He has made
great strides with his artistic
skills.

Lava Falls
Andrew T.

Andrew is productive and
supportive. He
encourages constructive
behaviors among his school
group. Andrew is a natural
leader due to his polite and
positive manner and he is a
good example to others.

Lava Falls
Luke S.

Luke is our most dedicated
student in PE. Luke is
responsible and always
completes his double track.
He puts full effort into his
physical activity. Luke has a
great passion for sports and
is a natural athlete.

Whisper Creek
Riley C.

Crystal Springs
Madison H.

Riley is forthcoming in
completing her science
work. Each and every one
of Riley's assignments are
impressive and of high
quality. She works
efficiently and to her
absolute best abilities!

Madison displays a good
example of consistency and
great behavior. She serves as
a positive role model to the
other girls. Madison is very
uplifting and she constantly
encourages her peers when
given the opportunity.

Stone Ridge
Ryker R.

Ryker goes above and
beyond by offering to help
his classmates. Ryker
mentors his peers often.
He sets an awesome
example and brings great
energy to the classroom.

Stone Ridge
Zayden B.

Stone Ridge
Ryan C.

Zayden is a hard worker and
is very consistent in making
track. Since Zayden's arrival,
he has shown a tremendous
amount of academic and
behavioral growth. He strives
to be the best version of
himself in class!

Ryan is always making the
very most of his time in math
class. He performs at a high
level and has shown a great
deal of academic
improvement. Ryan sets a
good example to others.

Christmas for Veterans
On Friday, December 3, a number of the students at DRA had the opportunity to participate in a
service project that will benefit the residents at the Ivins Veterans Home. Earlier this year the
residents of the Ivins Veterans Home were allowed to choose gifts for themselves and family
members. These gifts are all donated, but it is a small payment for those who have made the choice
to fight for the freedoms that we currently enjoy.

Judy Daybell, a member of the American Legion Auxiliary, and Don and Carol Riddle, members of the
American Legion Riders, came to help facilitate the service project. We had groups of 4 to 6
students come to the English classroom to help wrap and bag up the gifts for the veterans. The
students enjoyed themselves and a number of them expressed their thanks for being allowed to
provide a service for the veterans - one student even wrote a note on the gift bag thanking the
veteran for his service, which could be a separate service project in the future. This service project
would not have been successful without the extra help provided by multiple staff here at DRA and I
want to say thank you to all who had any hand in making this experience a success.

December Academic
Student of the Month:
Lava Falls
Luke B.

Lava Falls
Andres F.

Lava Falls
Jack R.

Luke shows that he is
responsible by always
completing his work in a
timely manner. He has a
positive attitude and a polite
nature. He is constantly
participating in class
discussions and activities.
Luke is a phenomenal student.

Andres is a leader who
challenges not only himself,
but all of those around him
to excel and participate. He is
a hard worker and is always
looking for ways to improve.
He displays his strong
motivation day in and day
out.

Jack has made remarkable
academic and therapeutic
strides. He approaches his
responsibilities head-on
without being asked. Jack
shows more dedication to his
school work now than ever
before! He consistently shows
that he is passionate and
dedicated.

Whisper Creek
Sarah W.

Crystal Springs
Casey C.

Sarah goes above and
beyond each day. She excels
academically and exhibits
great emotional maturity.
Sarah is a great student,
friend, and exceptional
mentor.

Casey always has a smile on
her face! She is a talented
student and submits work of
high quality. We can count on
Casey to always take
initiative and be a strong
independent worker.

Stone Ridge
Kason B.

Stone Ridge
George K.

Stone Ridge
Brennan C.

Kason has been a spot-on
student since his arrival at
Diamond Ranch. He
constantly sets a good
example for his peers. Kason
is extremely mature and he
always follows directions.

George has shown
tremendous academic and
behavioral progress. He works
hard towards learning how
to positively influence his
classmates. George strives to
become a better peer and
student at all times! We are
very proud of his growth.

Brennan is a responsible
student, who is consistent in
completing his school work.
He displays a fine model of
good character and he never
fails to show respect to his
teachers and classmates.

Hurricane Elementary Flying High
Diamond Ranch Academy is always looking for ways to give back to the community and for
ways to get our students involved locally. Recently the Diamondback Basketball team was able
to take over recess at a local elementary school. DRA students where able to show the
younger children some basketball drills and basketball skills such as shooting, passing, and
handling the ball. The students then led the elementary students in several games and a great
time was had by all involved.

COED Benefits

Students who are at the
Manager level or above and are
on the student council, are able
to participate in bi-monthly Coed
benefits. These benefits have been
wildly successful. The students
have been well behaved and have
held appropriate conversations
and interactions with the other
students. Some of the fun
activities that have taken place
have been bowling at Fiesta Fun in
St. George, building Gingerbread
Houses and competing to make
the largest house, going to a local
park to play Ultimate Frisbee, and
a Pie party full of pies and desserts
to share. We would like to give a
shout out to the clinical team for
putting these events together and
for creating a fun environment for
the students to interact in a
controlled setting.

Christmas on the Ranch
Equine therapy is one of the highlights of
Diamond Ranch. Our Equine therapists do
a wonderful job working with
therapeutic topics through working with
horses. To celebrate the holiday season,
the students and the animals did a photo
shoot. We hope you enjoy these fun
photos.

November Employee
of the Month:
Academic
Esean Morris

Admissions
Angie Cazier

Clinical
Karen Myers

Esean is such a valuable
member of the Academic
team. Esean has worked in
several different positions
within the department and
has excelled in every
position. We appreciate all
you do!

Angie is a team player and is
doing great things for DRA.
The families we work with
are in good hands when
working with Angie. She is
caring and invested in the
families she works with. She
is a huge asset to our
admissions team.

Karen is an amazing
therapist that has added
so much to the DRA equine
and art programs. Karen’s
students and parents so
appreciate the support Karen
gives them. Karen, thank you
for your dedication and hard
work!

Boys’ Programming
William Hormell

Will has been with us for over
five years and has been an
incredible asset in multiple
positions. His strong
personality and caring heart
has enabled him to add
substance and order to what
we do here at Diamond Ranch.
Thank you Will!

Director
Mckay Lewis

Mckay always does a great
job communicating with
the families that he works
with. He is a great resource
to new students and acts
as a great mentor to them.
Thank you for all you do
for DRA!

Administration
Tayler Ellsworth

Tayler does a phenomenal
job in her position as Parent
Coordinator. She
communicates professionally
with parents and has a
genuine concern for our
students. We are very
grateful to have her on
our team.

December Employee
of the Month:
Academic
Jileigh Heaton

Girls’ Programming
Stephanie Cardenas

Clinical
Chad Graff

Jileigh exceeds the
expectations of her job. She
has also invested extra time
to ensure the Art Club is
memorable for the students
as she takes initiative to put
together additional activities
after school. Thanks for all
you do!

Stephanie is the program
director for the new campus
‘River Hollow’. She always
goes above and beyond in
her job duties and often
steps up to give a lending
hand to others. Stephanie is
a valuable team player and a
great addition to DRA!

Chad demonstrates
commitment, follow through,
and is very skilled in
implementing therapeutic
modalities. Chad is awesome
and the students appreciate
his engaged
demeanor. Thanks Chad for
all of your hard work!

Boys’ Programming
Russell Hunt

Director
Eric North

Russell has a great
relationship with the
students that he works with
and is team DRA. He loves
the 100% responsibility
motto and implements it
with the students he
interacts with. We are
thankful to have him!

Eric has done a wonderful
job in the finance
department and helps to
keep everything orderly and
in line. He is friendly and
gets along with everyone he
interacts with. Thank you
Eric for all that you do!

December Employee
of the Month:
Administration
Keeley Ellsworth

Medical
Cameron Hughes

Culinary
Keri Jensen

Keeley does an incredible
job in all areas of her work
responsibilities.. Keeley is
a valuable member of our
department and we are so
grateful to have her on our
team. Thank you for all that
you do!

Cameron is now working for
DRA as an RN and has been
an amazing addition to our
culture and team. He has
been very proactive, and his
knowledge and skills have
been very impressive. Thank
you for all that you bring to
DRA!

Keri is the heart and soul of
our culinary team. She has a
wonderful relationship with
the students and staff
members at DRA and is
always quick with a smile
and a laugh. We are so
thankful to have her on our
team!

Physical Facilities
Treena Terry

Admissions
Nicole Manutai

Treena is a hard worker
who is always going above
and beyond what is asked of
her. She is happy to be here
and is always a friendly face
around campus. Thank you
for all you do for Diamond
Ranch Treena!

Nicole is a rock star in the
admissions department. She
excels at talking with
families and easing their
transition to DRA. She is a
great asset to DRA and we
are very thankful to have her.
Thank you Nicole!

Boys:

Benefit Roundup:

The students had the opportunity to go off campus to the
amazing Sand Hollow Golf Course recently for benefit. The
boys were able to try and hit golf balls as far as they could. The
boys were also able to eat some yummy Little Caesars Pizza
and sit and talk with each other. They enjoyed the opportunity
and many fun memories were made! Another activity that has
recently taken place was having s‘mores around the campfire.
Stories were shared and songs were sung together. Everyone
seemed to enjoy the great weather and refreshing night air, and
returned to their dorms smelling of campfire smoke and full of
s’mores. A great way to spend the evening!

Girls:

With the holiday season the benefits have been taken to a new
level. Students were taken to Gunlock Reservoir where a group
of astronomers from the local area, including those who teach
at Dixie State University, were there with an assortment of
telescopes! The students were able to view Saturn, Mars, Venus,
Jupiter and its moons, other galaxies and dwarf stars. Another
activity included being able to enjoy a beautiful hike at Jenny’s
Canyon. After the hike, students went to have a nice lunch at
Golden Corral where the girls laughed and enjoyed themselves.
Lastly a round of miniature golf and pizza in the park as well as
hot coco around a camp fire will round off this benefit roundup!

