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 REMINDERS:

-Please make sure that all visits are planned at least (3) days prior to the visit 
day.
-The next Parent 101 Workshop will be held on May 21st. Please contact 
tayler.ellsworth@diamonranchacademy.com for more information. 
-You are welcome to contact your Parent Communication Director during office 
hours, which are 6:30am MST and 3:00pm MST. They can be reached via email 
and text message. 
-Student Request forms will be sent out every Thursday/Friday.
-Letters to your student will be printed out and delivered to your child Monday- 
Friday until 4:00pm MST. No letters will be sent or delivered on weekends or 
holidays. Please include your student’s full name in the subject line.
-To set up transportation for your student’s home visit please contact Tayler 
Ellsworth by emailing tayler.ellsworth@diamondranchacademy.com.
- When calling the front desk, please have your student’s user name and 
password available. 



Parent Coaching Highlight

Twice a month, Diamond Ranch sends out Parent Coaching straight to your email. These 
emails will continue even after your time at DRA has ended. Learn tips and tricks for 
parenting in every stage of life, such as The Traps of Guilt, Unrealistic Expectations, 
Favoritism, Misusing Rewards and Punishments, Conditional Love, and much more. If 
you are not receiving these emails, please reach out to your Parent Communication 
Director. 

Did you know ?

Taken from: The Traps of Arguing and Contention
Why do kids argue with you?

It pays off for them! When a child is arguing with you, they are not trying to understand you; 
they are trying to defeat your argument. When they want to do something very much, they are 
probably not open to facts that invalidate their reasons for doing what they want.
Here are several good reasons for a child to argue:

1. To delay complying with your requests.
2. To convince you they are right and talk you out of your decision.
3. To negotiate and bargain for a better deal.
4. To cause a fight that is so distasteful that you give in.
5. To enjoy the thrill of engaging you in a contest of wills (their 60 pounds against Dad’s 200 
pounds).
6. To make you suffer before they must comply.

How can you avoid the arguing trap? Beware the master word, Why?

Johnny: “Mom, I’m going to the rock concert, OK?”
Mom: “No. You can’t go.”
Johnny: “Why not? Tom’s mother is letting him go!”
Mom: “I don’t care what Tom’s mother does. Besides, you’re way behind in your school work.”
This struggle can go on forever. Johnny has taken control and put Mom on the defensive by 
requiring her to defend her position and answer his whys? Let us note that Johnny is not ask-
ing why after why because he is sincerely interested in reaching a wise, safe decision. He is 
not thinking about danger, bad influences, schoolwork or anything rational. He is not trying to 
collect data so that he can make wise decisions.

He is asking why for one reason only. He wants Mom to expose her objections so that he can 
attack them, overcome them and get his own way. Typically, after Mother gives a reason, he 
argues, and when she can’t convince him with one reason, she gives him another reason, which 
he likewise rejects. Soon it is obvious that it is a battle of wills. Emotions quickly factor in, and 
people get angry and insulting.

Mother has fallen into the arguing trap. The person who asks why? has taken control.



The Diamond Ranch Academy Drama Team 
competed in the 1A State Drama Competition 
and were crowned STATE CHAMPIONS! This 
is the first time in the history of DRA that the 
school has taken State!  In addition to the Team 
State title several students earned state medals 
for their individual events. We would like to 
highlight the following students: 

Mary C. was awarded the State Champion title 
in Dramatic Monologues. Mary also placed 3rd 
in the Musical Theater category. 

Joey, Tristan, and George placed 2nd at State 
with their Contemporary Scene. 

Leslie and Kate placed 3rd in State with their 
Pantomime scene. 

Sarah placed 3rd at State with her Humorous 
Monologue. Sarah also was awarded “Best 
Supporting Actress” for her role in the One Act. 

Ryan B and Anthony A placed 3rd at State with 
their Classical Scene. 

Jackson and Noah placed 2nd at State with their 
Classical Scene. 

Our One Act placed 2nd at State. The students 
involved were: Joey, Tristan, Dom L, Mary C, 
Melissa, Sarah, Riley, with Lars on Tech. 

In addition to these achievements, many stu-
dents received “Superior Medals” for their 
rounds this weekend.

Congratulations to the students and staff 
members who made this possible. This is an 
opportunity that several students were able to 
participate in due to being at Diamond Ranch. 
They were thankful for the opportunity to 
compete and spend the last few months 
focusing on the fine arts. 

State Drama



Equine Team Highlight

Pair of Dice

"Pair of Dice" and "Rowdy" have a 
very codependent relationship. Where 
one goes, the other follows and with 
that, so does trouble. The two tend 
to overcompensate for their lack of 
height by their larger than life person-
alities. Pair of Dice and Rowdy have a 
great friendship, and are frequently 
seen scratching each other's withers 
and laying down in the soft sand. 

These two members of the equine 
team can be another obstacle for the 
students to navigate around. If you 
tease them, be prepared. Although 
they can be audacious, they have a 
sweet side and love to be brushed or 
given treats. These two love all kinds 
of treats. In fact, if they see you eating, 
their motivation triples. 

Equine specialist Hannah shared this 
story about the minis and their love of 
food. “One time we locked the mini's 
out in the pasture so they wouldn't 
mingle with the students while they 
were riding. The two minis reached 
inside the fence and took off with my 
jacket in their mouth because they 
knew about the hidden treats in the 
pockets. They have even taken a bite 
out of a students sandwich once.”

Rowdy



Art Therapy

Academic 
Highlight:

Diamond ranch would 
like to recognize Matt A. 
and Charlie L. for 
receiving an academic 
scholarship through 
Dixie State University. 
These students have 
worked very hard to 
make it to this point and 
we would like to 
highlight their successes 
in the academic realm. 
Dixie State University 
is located in St. George 
Utah and is a NCAA 
Division I school. 
Whether the students 
choose to attend 
Dixie State University or 
choose to continue their 
education elsewhere, 
we at DRA could not be 
more proud. Way to go 
Diamondbacks! 

Fantasy Art Festival:
A handful of students recently 

participated in the local fantasy art 
festival. The students involved had 
a wonderful time celebrating their 

talents and learning from each other. 
Mary C. was awarded an honorable 

mention for her work. 
Congratulations Mary!

To take advantage of the warmer weather, two groups of students were taken into nature to work on 
meditative listening. Students were taken on a local hike where they were able to enjoy nature and practice 
meditating. While meditating, students were encouraged to sketch their surroundings as well as anything else 
that was healing and calming in that place. The students involved really enjoyed the chance to get into nature 
and to put what they have been learning into action. Thank you to Karen Myers, an LMFT therapist at DRA for 
running art therapy. Karen shared her thoughts on DRA and said, “I am grateful to be a part of Diamond Ranch 
Academy, where our students receive personalized attention in a structured setting from an entire team of 
empathetic professionals all working toward the same goal: assisting them in their unique journeys of 
learning and emotional self-discovery to bring about a positive change that results in healing past trauma and 
developing healthy future relationships. I am honored to work with our amazing youth, be a part of, and 
witness the most amazing transformations!” 



Jessica Ingram 
Girls’ Programming 

Cassie Robinson
Clinical 

Ayric Noyce
Academic  

Employee of the 
Month:

 Anthony Robertson
Boys’ Programming 

Jerome Eason
Director

Allison Leonard
Administration 

Cassie has been employed at 
DRA for many years. She is 

committed to the DRA 
process. Cassie connects 

with her students and 
parents and they appreciate 
the time and effort she puts 
into the work she does. We 
appreciate all that you do!

Jerome has been a great 
leader in the academic 

department. Jerome is a 
member of the executive 

team and carries a caseload 
in the clinical department. 
He is exceptional in every 

area and works tirelessly to 
benefit those around him.

Ayric has been a great asset 
in the science classroom. He 
looks for ways to make the 
connection with students 
and co-workers. You can 
always count on Ayric to 

show up and do a great job 
with any task assigned. 

Allison is a great first 
impression at the front desk 
for parents and visitors with 

her kind personality and 
professionalism.  She is very 
dependable, strives to do her 
best in all of her job duties, 

and is always looking to 
improve.

Anthony is reliable, and a 
great leader. He cheers on 

the students he works with 
and helps them to strive for 
improvement in all things. 

He is and has been 
invaluable to the 

programming department. 
Thanks for all you do!

Jessica is a great asset to our 
Diamond Ranch team. She 

is committed to helping the 
students with their program 

work and helping them to 
recognize small adjustments 
that they can make each day 
to better their path. Thanks 

Jessica!
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What a busy month it has been! There have been lots 
of fun activities that have been taking place during 
the weekend benefits. Some of the favorites from this 
last month have included, going to “The Grip Ninja” 
park in St. George, roasting marshmallows over the 
fire pit by the barn, playing Frisbee golf at the Pine 
Valley Disk Golf course, hiking Chickawala trail, and 
Scout Cave Trail, and seeing a movie in the local 
theatre.

Benefit Roundup:

This past month the ladies of DRA have been busy with 
their weekend benefits. The weather is warming up in 
Southern Utah and the students are enjoying their time 
outdoors. Some of the favorite activities from this past 
month include, tie dying t-shirts outside, playing Frisbee 
Golf at the Pine Valley Disk Golf, and going hiking at the 
Tukupetsi Trailhead in St. George. Girl’s campus also 
hosted a festive St. Patrick’s day celebration complete with 
face painting, a fashion show, and games.




